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On Wednesday, October 2nd, the Strategic Youth Network for Development (SYND) 
hosted the Pre-COP29 National Youth Summit, uniting 200 passionate young climate 
advocates from across Ghana to chart a bold course toward a more sustainable and 
equitable Africa.

The summit served as a powerful platform for young leaders to shape Africa’s The summit served as a powerful platform for young leaders to shape Africa’s 
priorities ahead of COP29. In his opening remarks, SYND Vice Executive Coordinator 
Solomon Yamoah called on youth to rise to the moment. “We are not just the leaders 
of tomorrow—we are the catalysts of today. The future of our continent depends on 
what we do now.”

Central to the day was a thought-provoking panel led by Mrs. Patience Damptey and Central to the day was a thought-provoking panel led by Mrs. Patience Damptey and 
Madam Victoria Owusu-Tawiah, who emphasized the urgency of addressing clean air, 
strengthening adaptation efforts, and enforcing climate-related laws. “We can’t speak 
of development without environmental justice,” one panelist declared. “It’s time for 
Africa to prioritize clean air and climate resilience as non-negotiables.”

Breakout sessions gave participants the opportunity to dig deeper into thematic Breakout sessions gave participants the opportunity to dig deeper into thematic 
areas such as climate finance (NCQG), the Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA), and 
Movement Building & Reparations. Facilitators including Patience Agyekum, Sarfoh 
Danquah Jacob, and Solomon Yamoah pushed for accessible and inclusive climate 
funding mechanisms and stressed the importance of linking climate reparations to 
historical and structural justice.

Throughout the day, solidarity messages poured in from the wider African climate Throughout the day, solidarity messages poured in from the wider African climate 
movement. The Africa Climate Reality Project praised the summit as 'a beacon of 
youth-driven climate leadership,' affirming that young people are essential in creating 
a just and resilient future. Power Shift Africa echoed this, with a stark warning: 'If we 
don’t act now, we risk injustice to ourselves. We must demand stronger action on 
adaptation, agriculture, and climate finance—now.'

As the summit drew to a close, experienced youth delegates shared insights from As the summit drew to a close, experienced youth delegates shared insights from 
previous COPs, offering guidance on how young Africans can meaningfully participate 
in global climate negotiations. Their reflections served not only as inspiration, but as a 
strategic guide for first-time participants preparing to raise their voices at COP29.

Youth Take the Lead: Pre-COP29 National Youth Summit



The Young Green Entrepreneurs Forum (YGEF) 2024, held on November 29th, brought 
together over 300 dynamic young leaders, experts, and innovators committed to 
sustainable business practices. The forum opened with an inspiring address from Mrs. 
Selina Zefo Kere, SYND Board Member, who emphasized the role of youth in driving 
environmental and economic change. This was followed by insightful presentations 
from industry experts such as Divine Asare Tenkorang, ESG Officer at ADB, who urged 
young entrepreneurs to embrace the green and blue economy. Ms. Gonaya Sethori 
from AfCFTA also spoke about the trade agreement's impact on reducing costs for 
African entrepreneurs and supporting youth and women in trade.

The forum’s panel discussions on "Building a Bankable Green Future" and 
"Empowering the Green Generation" provided valuable knowledge on funding 
The forum’s panel discussions on "Building a Bankable Green Future" and 
"Empowering the Green Generation" provided valuable knowledge on funding 
and developing green startups. Keynotes from industry leaders like John Appiah, 
President of Africa Chamber for Youth Development, and Maybel Acquaye from 
ACEP, highlighted the importance of credibility and strong financial management 
in securing funding. Anita Ofori from Absa Bank shared opportunities for youth-led 
businesses, including collateral-free loans and capacity-building programs. 
Meanwhile, youth panelists like Andrews Akoto Addo of Reach for Change and 
Eunice Maweuna Kloe of Bidigreen Ltd stressed the need for collaboration and 
sustainable sourcing to scale businesses.

A key feature of the forum was the Green Market Zone exhibition, where young green A key feature of the forum was the Green Market Zone exhibition, where young green 
entrepreneurs showcased innovative eco-friendly products. This platform allowed 
businesses to connect with new customers and expand their market reach. The event 
wrapped up with a reaffirmation of the commitment to nurturing green businesses 
and creating a more sustainable future, with SYND continuing its efforts to empower 
young people in shaping the future of entrepreneurship in Ghana and beyond.

Young Green Entrepreneurs Forum (YGEF 2024) Drives 
Sustainable Business Practices and Innovation in Ghana



The Ghana Energy Transition Consortium (GETC), convened by the Strategic Youth 
Network for Development (SYND), organized an engaging dialogue session with CSOs 
dedicated to advancing energy transition efforts in Ghana.

Ahead of the December 7th elections, the meeting aimed to gather crucial inputs 
from CSOs to analyze political parties' manifestos, focusing on regulations, financing, 
job creation, and value addition in the energy sector.

We presented insights on job creation, specifically emphasizing the importance of We presented insights on job creation, specifically emphasizing the importance of 
nurturing Young Green Entrepreneurship to foster green jobs that not only reduce 
emissions but also support Ghana’s climate ambitions. The discussion highlighted 
that green entrepreneurship is a powerful catalyst for building a net-zero workforce 
and achieving the sustainable environment Ghana envisions.

GETC, made up of Gower Street grantees in Ghana, includes key organizations like GETC, made up of Gower Street grantees in Ghana, includes key organizations like 
CEDA, Wacam, CSPOG, Kasa Initiative Ghana, Greenfaith, and SYND, all committed 
to influencing energy transition policies for a better future.

Ghana Energy Transition Consortium Dialogue with CSOs



On Wednesday, October 30th, 2024, the Youth-NREG platform officially kicked off 
its Youth-NREG Academy with an inception meeting that welcomed its first-ever 
cohort. 17 dynamic young individuals were selected to participate in this initiative, 
each bringing passion and a commitment to champion climate action within 
their communities. The meeting marked the beginning of what promises to be a 
transformative journey toward building youth capacity in natural resources and 
environmental governance.

The session provided an opportunity for members to engage with platform leadership The session provided an opportunity for members to engage with platform leadership 
and one another, setting the tone for the months ahead. The interactive gathering laid 
out the Academy’s goals, expectations, and vision, emphasizing grassroots action as a 
core pillar. Members were also encouraged to collaborate, learn from one another, and 
use this platform to amplify their impact.

In his address, Chibeze Ezekiel, Executive Coordinator of Strategic Youth Network In his address, Chibeze Ezekiel, Executive Coordinator of Strategic Youth Network 
for Development (SYND), encouraged the cohort to begin with small, manageable 
actions in their communities. He emphasized that tackling local issues with available 
resources can serve as a launchpad for deeper engagement in broader climate and 
environmental initiatives. His words inspired the group to think practically and act 
boldly as emerging leaders.

Youth-NREG Academy Inception Meeting Launches First Cohort 
of Climate Leaders
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On 4th November 2024, we partnered with the team from CORD Ghana to bring 
energy efficiency awareness to the heart of Tamale and Pong in the Northern Region! 
Through door-to-door visits and community gatherings, we engaged residents of all 
ages on the benefits of using Ghana Energy Commission’s star-rated appliances to 
save energy and reduce costs.

This hands-on outreach is part of our commitment to Ghana’s energy transition This hands-on outreach is part of our commitment to Ghana’s energy transition 
agenda, empowering communities with practical knowledge to shape a sustainable 
future. Our interactions revealed a strong community readiness to follow energy 
guidelines to prevent overspending on electricity.

We also gathered valuable insights! Abubakari, an electrician in the community, 
recommended expanding the program to include wiring education, as substandard 
wiring can contribute to excessive electricity consumption.

Energy Efficiency Awareness in Tamale and Pong



On Friday, November 15th, the passionate 60 young champions of the Children 4 
Climate Action hub at High Speed Schools Limited took an educational trip to Trashy 
Beauties Company! The students explored the magic of upcycling, discovering how 
plastic waste transforms into stunning flower vases, bags, tables, sofas, and more. 
This hands-on experience taught them the power of reduce, reuse, recycle in fighting 
plastic pollution.

Now armed with practical knowledge and eco-friendly inspiration, these young Now armed with practical knowledge and eco-friendly inspiration, these young 
environmentalists are ready to lead the charge for a greener future!

Exploring Upcycling with Trashy Beauties



On Friday, November 29th, we hosted a dynamic Knowledge Session for Green 
Businesses, aimed at equipping young entrepreneurs with essential skills in Pitching 
and Branding. Wilma Tachie-Menson of NotePad Consult led an engaging session 
on crafting and communicating a compelling green business brand, emphasizing 
authenticity and storytelling as powerful tools for standing out in a competitive 
market.

Samuel Swanzy-Baffoe provided practical training on effective pitching, guiding Samuel Swanzy-Baffoe provided practical training on effective pitching, guiding 
participants to present their ideas with confidence and clarity. A hands-on simulation 
exercise allowed entrepreneurs to apply their skills in real-world scenarios, preparing 
them to seize funding and collaboration opportunities.

This session is part of our commitment to empowering green businesses to thrive 
while championing sustainability.

Young Green Entrepreneurs Sharpen Their Skills



The 2024 Annual General Meeting, held on November 26th and 27th, brought together 
members of the Youth-NREG platform to reflect on the year’s milestones and prepare 
for the journey ahead. Day 1 opened with powerful reflections and lessons from across 
the platform, highlighting impactful activities such as community outreaches, campus 
engagements, and policy campaigns. With over 3,000 individuals reached through 
grassroots efforts and 10,000 more engaged online and in-person through campaigns 
like #StopGalamseyNow and webinars on pressing issues like the Emissions Levy Act, 
the day was packed with inspiration and a renewed sense of purpose. The operational 
arms of the platform—Students Platform, Environmental Campaigners, Technical 
Working Group, and Youth-NREG Academy—also presented their annual updates, 
demonstrating a year of passion-driven impact.

Moderated by Joshua Ayayi, an advocate for Ghana’s Oxygen City, the energy and 
enthusiasm of Day 1 set the tone for an equally engaging second day. The final day 
Moderated by Joshua Ayayi, an advocate for Ghana’s Oxygen City, the energy and 
enthusiasm of Day 1 set the tone for an equally engaging second day. The final day 
of the AGM featured a policy-focused agenda, starting with a technical presentation 
on the proposed policies of various political parties ahead of the 2024 elections. This 
laid the groundwork for a lively policy dialogue with Michael Sarfo Kantanka from 
the Movement for Change, where members directly interrogated and assessed the 
party’s plans for youth and environmental governance. 

Wrapping up, a stimulating panel discussion featuring Jennifer Moffat (BudgIT Ghana), Wrapping up, a stimulating panel discussion featuring Jennifer Moffat (BudgIT Ghana), 
Daniel Adjei (Natural Resource Governance Institute), and Sika Akpalu (CEDA) explored 
the real-world implications of these political proposals across the natural resources 
and environmental governance sectors. The AGM concluded on a high note, equipping 
members with insights and strategies to continue their advocacy and strengthen 
youth involvement in shaping a more sustainable future.

Reflecting, Learning, and Looking Ahead: Highlights 
from Our 2024 Annual General Meeting
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On December 20th, 2024, the Youth-NREG platform hosted a final strategy session 
to wrap up the year with renewed focus and direction. Bringing together its four 
operational arms—Youth-NREG Academy, Technical Working Group, Leaders of 
Students Platform, and Environmental Campaigners—the session served as both 
a reflection and a forward-looking exercise. It provided space to align visions, build 
synergy, and reinforce the commitment to youth-led action in the natural resources 
and environmental governance space.

Participants engaged in group sessions to brainstorm and fine-tune strategies for Participants engaged in group sessions to brainstorm and fine-tune strategies for 
the upcoming year, focusing on key activities and campaigns. These interactive 
sessions culminated in presentations, highlighting innovative ideas and a collective 
drive to scale up impact in 2025. The collaborative spirit displayed during the session 
underscored the platform’s strength: youth working together with purpose and 
passion.

A significant highlight of the day was the official unveiling of Skorched Earth, A significant highlight of the day was the official unveiling of Skorched Earth, 
a dedicated news and information platform created to amplify climate and 
environmental issues in Ghana. With a focus on mainstreaming climate 
narratives, the website aims to support advocacy efforts by providing 
timely and relevant content. Participants were encouraged to explore 
[www.skorchedearth.com](http://www.skorchedearth.com) and follow Skorched 
Earth on social media to stay informed and engaged.

Closing the Year with Purpose: Strategy Session for 2025



On 21st December, we brought the festive cheer 
and climate advocacy together for a playful 
learning event—Climate & Christmas! The event 
was an incredible opportunity to engage over 
200 children, parents, and young people in 
intergenerational climate action. By tapping into 
the limitless potential of children, we’re building a 
sustainable future fit for humanity! 

The day was packed with amazing performances:
High Speed Schools Limited captivated us with a 
creative play on climate education.

Wisdom Ways Academy staged a powerful drama 
calling for an end to galamsey to protect our 
forests and water bodies.

Pupils from SATOC wowed us with a beautifully Pupils from SATOC wowed us with a beautifully 
choreographed performance to inspiring tunes.

There was also a splash of creativity with family 
painting sessions, innovative showcases, and tons 
of fun activities for everyone!

And guess what? Santa made a 
special appearance, spreading joy 
and encouraging kids to celebrate 
sustainably this Christmas.

We’re thrilled by the energy, We’re thrilled by the energy, 
enthusiasm, and commitment 
from all participants. Together, 
we’re nurturing the next 
generation of climate champions! 

Climate & Christmas: A Festive Learning Event
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